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 Landlord-tenant dispute with possible assault (CP)
key objectives
· Demonstrate good communication, information gathering and de-escalation skills.

· Apply knowledge of Payton Rule.  

· Demonstrate ability to recognize that not all offensive acts are criminal.
Scene
R/P calls 911 to report a disturbance.  The R/P is an apartment manager who just had an argument with a tenant.  The R/P is waiting outside dorm room #1.  There is a vehicle parked in a marked fire lane.  The suspect (tenant) is inside their apartment.  R/P tells the officer that he/she confronted the tenant about parking in the fire lane.  An argument ensued.  The tenant refused to move the vehicle and pushed the R/P before going back inside their apartment.
Director’s Notes
· R/P tells police that the tenant has always been argumentative when contacted.  The R/P tells the officer that he/she was assaulted.  If asked, the R/P tells the officer that he/she wants to press charges for assault.  The R/P describes how it hurt when the suspect pushed them on the chest.

· Suspect will be in the apartment and will open the door when officer(s) knock.  Suspect will answer questions and admit to the assault.  The suspect will justify the assault by saying the landlord was yelling at him and was “in his face.”  The suspect feels the landlord is picking on him because other people park in the same place all the time.  The suspect will stay in the threshold of the doorway and will not exit when asked by the officer(s).  The suspect will not let the officer(s) enter the apartment.
Actors 

· R/P
· Suspect
Props
None
Discussion Questions

· Is there a crime?  Can we, or should we make an arrest?  When should we make an arrest?

· When can we make a warrantless entry into a residence for the purpose of arrest?

Laws

RCW 9A.36.011, 021, 031 and 041
 
Assault in the 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th degree
RCW 46.61.570



Stopping, standing, or parking prohibited in specified places
Citations
Peyton v. New York
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